JUNE   23-JUNE   28,    1915
Meaux, June zqth.
House by roadside, roof damaged, contents taken away by G.'s.
Why ?   What they couldn't take they destroyed.
Trenches. Character of country : rolling upwards. Farms.
Wheat, oats, poppies. Heavily wooded in places. High horizon
of tree-lined roads. Tombs here and there.
Thence to Chambry. Many tombs in wheat and hidden by
wheat. Barbed wire on four stout posts (a bird on post), white
wooden cross. Always a small white flag. Not always a name.
On every side in these fields, the gleam of cross or flag, as far as
you can see. Scores and scores. Dark green-purple of distant
wooded hills against high green of fields.
Cemetery used for firing from.   Holes in wall.
Wheat absolutely growing out of a German.
The Battlefield is between Barcy and Chambry. Barcy is
high ; Chambry is low, like Meaux. Round through battlefield
German Army was going South-East, and chiefly East,
General impression. How little is left. How cultivation and
dvilization have covered the disaster over !
Paris, June
Hair and I dined at Meaux. Lord Esher came in, wearing a
fancy military costume — perhaps that of Constable of Windsor
Castle. A star was depending from his neck. As soon as he saw
my eye on it he tucked it inside his double-breasted khaki coat.
We are to go to Rheims on Saturday.
Rheims, June 26th.
Chateau Pommary.
Trenches at So metres apart. German first line trenches like
a road. Champagne proprietor who didn't want me to drink
water.
Low, short sound of firing.   A little smoke and dust.
Crowded roads. 80,000* men entrenched in front of us—
Desolation. Days when 3,000 obus fell Shrapnel last week-
no good except to break windows.
Chateau Thierry, June z8th.
Arrived here last night at 7.20, We took drinks at Headquarters
•of a Commandant of whom I didn't catch the name. This
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